
 

 

KBa/DCo 

17th May 2021 

 

Dear Friend of Uplands,  
 
PROPOSED PARTNERSHIP WITH BEACON ACADEMY: PROPOSAL FOR UPLANDS 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE TO CONVERT TO ACADEMY STATUS WITHIN THE BEACON 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE ACADEMY TRUST 
 

I am writing to you to consult formally with you about the proposal for Uplands Community 

College to enter into a partnership with Beacon Academy. In order for this to happen, Uplands 

Community College will need to convert to academy status within the Beacon Community 

College Academy Trust.  The formal consultation will run from Monday 17th May until Friday 

18th June 2021. 

Becoming part of the Beacon Community College Academy Trust will formalise the already 

close working relationship that Uplands has with Beacon Academy. At the same time, it will 

secure a sustainable, financially secure and successful future for Uplands. 

More information about what this proposal means for Uplands is attached to this letter. Details 

of how to comment or ask questions are provided at the end of this letter. Further information 

about the Beacon Academy Trust can be found on the Beacon Academy website 

http://www.beacon-academy.org/  

We hope that you will continue to give your support in driving forward the future of Uplands 

Community College by continuing to support the Principal, staff and Governing Board of the 

school.  

Further information on the proposal is included at the end of this letter. If you have any 

questions or comments you would like to make about Uplands Community College becoming 

an academy within the Beacon Community College Academy Trust, please send them, using 

this form by Friday 18th June.   

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Debbie Coslett 
Chair of Governors 

 
  

http://www.beacon-academy.org/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h9hEll4RaUeWOilK-GjFaA2gCBwgJYFOgbKCQGqA_RxUMFgwUFRPVVRaRUcwMFZMWDNFUVVQQkdGMS4u


 
 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

This document provides additional information about conversion to academy status. If you 

have other questions which are not answered here, please come to one of the virtual meetings 

detailed in the letter. Notes of the meetings and answers to any frequently asked questions 

will be put on the Uplands Community College website. 

Attached to this document is a form  that asks for your views on this proposal. Please return 

it by 18th June.   

What is an Academy? 

Academies are publicly funded independent schools that are not managed by a local 

authority. Once converted, academies are run by an academy trust, which is a charitable 

company limited by guarantee. 

Academies are, therefore, state-maintained schools available free to all children. They have 

to follow the same rules as all other state-funded schools over admissions, pupils with special 

educational needs and exclusions. They are still inspected by Ofsted. 

What impact will this have on Uplands Community College? 

The Governing Board of Uplands Community College believes this will have a very positive 

impact and are confident that the formalisation of a partnership between the two schools 

will enable the current very effective joint working between the schools to continue to the 

benefit of all students and staff. 

Why join Beacon Community College Academy Trust? 

Uplands Community College and Beacon Academy have a long history of working together. 

Both schools have similar contexts and share a similar philosophy 

• Both schools seek to inspire and believe in their students enabling them to achieve 

their ambitions and succeed in life 

• Both schools are ambitious for excellence in all that they do and share a vision to 

provide the best possible education for all students 

In addition, Beacon Academy has secured exceptional outcomes at Key Stage 4 and 5 which 

place the school in the top 1.8% of schools nationally. A partnership between the two schools 

will continue to raise aspirations for all students and will secure both a financial and 

sustainable future for Uplands Community College. 

Each school will have parity of esteem and be part of a Trust that respects the traditions and 

identities of each school, whilst being committed to mutual support in pursuit of the highest 

of standards for all students, with outstanding professional development and promotion 

opportunities for all staff. 

How will being a part of the Beacon Community College Academy Trust affect the 

quality of education for students in our school? 

The Governing Board, supported by the senior leadership team, believes that two schools 

working closely together in partnership and agreeing to pool resources as well as support 

each other professionally can achieve much more for its students than schools working 

either alone, or in looser partnerships which do not involve as much sharing of resources or 

expertise.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h9hEll4RaUeWOilK-GjFaA2gCBwgJYFOgbKCQGqA_RxUMFgwUFRPVVRaRUcwMFZMWDNFUVVQQkdGMS4u


 
 

 

When will these changes take place? 

The Governing Board wishes to know the views of parents and the local community 

regarding the proposal through this consultation. There will also be some legal and other 

work to be completed before the academy conversion is finalised. It is anticipated that 

conversion will take place on 1st April 2022. 

How can I find out more? 

Please attend one of the virtual meetings, detailed above. Further information can be found 

on the school’s website, https://www.uplandscc.com/ including a FAQ information sheet and 

also on the following DfE website,  https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/28/what-is-an-

academy-and-what-are-the-benefits/   

 

 

 

https://www.uplandscc.com/
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/28/what-is-an-academy-and-what-are-the-benefits/
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/28/what-is-an-academy-and-what-are-the-benefits/

